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Australia Day this year started with a very 
heavy 'mizzle', but luckily it didn't seem to 
deter the large crowd gathering for the 
celebrations. 

The Cricket Club did another amazing job of 
supplying a beautifully cooked breakfast with 
the money raised by gold coin donation, this 
year being donated to the Gilbert Valley 
Senior Citizens Homes. 

 
 
 

 
Cr Ann Alder opened the proceedings with 
Acknowledgement of Country with music by 
flautist Leonie Moore, and vocals by Craig 
'Woodie'. 
 
Guest speaker Geoff Simpson, spoke of the 
trials and tribulations of his family caught up in 
France last year during the ongoing 
Pandemic. It was very interesting to hear what 
a very trying time it must have been for them 
all. 
 
Cr Alder presented Council's Southern area 
Australia Day Citizen of the Year award to 
recipient Carolyn Evans for her long and 
dedicated service in volunteering with Meals 
on Wheels. Our Community is very proud of 
the wonderful ongoing efforts of our 
volunteers, and offer our sincere 
congratulations to Carolyn for all the hard 
work she has done 
over the years in 
numerous capacities. 
 
The morning concluded 
with more music from 
Leonie and Craig 
finishing what was a 
very pleasant morning 
among like minded 
community members. 
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PARK POPULAR 
 

Riverton Caravan Park is always popular with 
tourists and the Australia Day long weekend 
was no exception. All six cabins and almost all 
powered sites were booked out. 
 
One group of five families from Adelaide 
visited for the fifth year in succession. The 
parents became friends at school and the 
friendship now continues with the next 
generation.  
 
Each year, the group has a themed dress up. 
This year everyone had to come in a costume 
which started with the first letter of their 
Christian name.  
 
They certainly appeared to have lots of fun 
and are looking forward to returning in 2022. 

 

CHRISTMAS CHEER 

What fun everyone had when Santa came to 
town! A parade of interesting vehicles took 
place around the streets of Riverton in lieu of 
the usual annual Christmas Carnival at the 
Riverton Oval. Santa travelled in a Ramsey 
Brothers’ tractor which towed a spreader, 

beautifully decorated as a sleigh. The elves 
handed out ice-creams and lollies to the 
children and biscuits to the seniors.  
 
The competition for the best Christmas 
themed houses was popular and it was great 
to see lots of lights & decorations around 
town. 
 

Many thanks to all  participants in both the 
parade and the house competitions. 
We shall have to wait and see what the 
Christmas Carnival Committee will present in 
2021! 
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ALFIE’S ROYAL SCULPTURE  
 
Local renowned artist, Robert (Alfie) 
Hannaford has added a sculpture of 
Queen Elizabeth ll to his long list of 
portraits and sculptures of famous people. 
  
Sketching his  subjects from a photo is not 
Alfie’s preferred method, so after initially 
refusing the commission, he was offered a 
personal sitting with the queen.  Alfie said, 
“I went there in 2019 and it was a 
wonderful experience—we chatted but I 
can’t reveal what we spoke about. I was 
meant to be there for a 15 minute sitting, 
but I was fortunate to be there quite a lot 
longer than that.” 

 
Courtesy The Plains Producer Photo: Tom Roschi 

 
Back home, the life-sized statue took nine 
months to make, initially from clay and 
then cast in bronze. 
 
The statue was installed in the grounds in 
front of Government House on December 
10, 2020.  
 

“We’re hoping to have one of the Royal 
family visit to officially open/unveil the 
statue at a date to be determined, but 
COVID is making things tricky,” Alfie said. 
“But you can see it from Kintore Avenue.” 
 
Be sure to put this on your ‘To Do’ list next 
time you are in the city! 

AED 

TRAINING 
  

 

AEDs (Automat ic  External 

Defibrillators), when used within 

the first 3-5 minutes of a person 

suffering a Sudden Cardiac Arrest 

(SCA) can dramatically increase a 

victim’s chance of survival.  
 

Despite AEDs being easy to use, 

Riverton Community Management 

Committee has planned an 

information & training session for 

those interested in practising the 

use of an AED.  
 

An introductory session is being 

held on  
 

Wednesday, February 24th at 

Riverton  Ambulance Centre at 

7.30pm with instructor, SA 

Ambulance Officer, John 

Vandeleur. 
 

Please register your interest in attending 

by emailing Kaye McInerney 

(Committee Member RCMC) at 

jvmkmcinerney@outlook.com by 

Wednesday, February 17th. 
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NEW KINDY DIRECTOR 

My name is Cass Hellier and I 

am the new director at Riverton 

Kindergarten. For the past three years I 

have been working as a teacher at Clare 

Valley Children’s Centre, developing skills 

that have helped me to develop strong 

relationships with children and families.  

 

I have loved being 

a part of each 

child’s learning 

journey and 

identifying ways to 

empower children 

to be curious about 

their world and 

become active and 

informed global 

citizens. One of my 

favourite things 

about being a 

teacher in early childhood education is that 

I can be a driving force to inspire learning 

moments where children can express 

curiosity and wonder as they share their 

ideas, thoughts and theories. 
   
I am very excited to start my new Journey 

at Riverton Kindergarten and become a 

part of the Riverton Community.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RING, RING, SCHOOL IS IN!!!!!! 
 
After a topsy turvy year of unpredictable 
changes in 2020, changing the way we do 
some things and disappointment for 
cancelled events, the 2021 School year 
has begun on a positive note.  Along with 
our essential curriculum subjects, we look 

forward to once again being able to hold 
our annual events of swimming carnivals 
and athletic days, excursions and camps 
towards the end of the year, obviously 
under COVID-19 regulations. 
 
We welcome 9 new families to our School 
Community and we wish all our new 
students and their families a wonderful 
time at Riverton Primary. 
 
There haven’t been too many changes 
with staffing for 2021.  Riverton Primary is 
run effectively by our fearless leader, 
Cheryl Glenie (Principal).  Our excellent 
and efficient teaching staff consists of 
Shannon Fuss, Simone Norman, Kerry 
Read, Miffy Mosley and Hannah Rigden, 
and these teachers will be supported in 
class by our wonderful SSO’s, Lesley 
Allen, Jasmine Connell, Nicole 
Saunderson, Tanya Thomas and Bethany 
Hamilton-Moderate.  Therese Busch 
keeps the Library in order, the 
Administration and Front Office is 
overseen by Kristin Griffiths and myself 
and our beautiful grounds are thanks to 
our Groundsman, Andrew Mickan. 
 
For any information regarding the Riverton 
Primary School, please feel free to contact 
us on 88472206 / 0408808512 or email 
Cheryl.Glenie636@schools.sa.edu.au. 
 
Cheers 
Mandy  
Administration/Finance 

 
 

Riverton and District 
High School 

 
 

The school finished off 2020 with a 
successful, COVID-19 safe ‘Success 
Assembly’, recognising the achievements 
of many of our students. This was held in 
the school gym, during the school day, 
with invited Year 12 parents attending to 
see their child complete their secondary 
schooling. Through a difficult year all 
students had persevered, completing their 
studies as required in spite of the 
upheavals occurring throughout the year. 
 

mailto:Cheryl.Glenie636@schools.sa.edu.au
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We also farewelled some staff from RDHS 
– Mr Steve Simpson, Ms Kym Spartley 
and Mr Ian Tulk have moved on from the 
school, either to a teaching position at 
another school or into retirement. We 
wished them well. 
 

We began 2021 with a teaching staff of 
eighteen. Along with the permanent 
teachers, including Ms Deanne Bowden 
returning from her position at Clare/
Balaklava, we are welcoming some 
contract teachers back for another year. 
Ms Lexi Champion and Ms Milly Hoffmann 
will be with us again, along with some new 
faces: Ms Kim Foulis teaching Home 
Economics this year and Ms Bo Pocz-
Kitchen who will be teaching Tech Studies 
in Term 1, followed by Mr Fraser Higgins 
from Term 2 onwards. Mr Matt Norman 
has also joined us as the Wellbeing 
Coordinator from this year. 

School Services 
Officers have also 
returned to us – 
we are very 
pleased to see 
James Bowden, 
Mary French, Liz 
McLaughlin, 
Kushal Patel, Fran 
Pfitzner and Ivor 
Turney once again 

in addition to our permanent staff. We also 
welcome Karen Steer to RDHS for 2021. 
 

This year we begin with 143 students, an 
increase from the previous year, along 
with some extra enrolment enquiries. This 
includes our 30 new Year 8 students who 
have come from neighbouring primary 
schools and we wish them every success 
for the beginning of their high school 
experience. 

To begin the year we saw our Year 11 and 
12 students attend a three day camp in 
Adelaide – establishing strong 
relationships, wellbeing strategies and 
teamwork within the group, developing 
study skills relevant to senior school and 
exploring pathway options.  
 

The Years 8-10 students have spent the 
first three days of the 2021 school year 
with their Year Level teams, in a 
combination of pastoral care activities, 
getting routines established and 
introducing subjects.  
 

The full school timetable begins on 
Monday, February 1

st
 with all students 

having a solid start to their studies. 
 

We will see plenty happening in the school 
throughout 2021. Along with the normal 
learning programs and extra-curricular 
activities we will: 
 

Upgrade of some of our facilities to reflect 
the changing needs of our students. 

 

Plan for the double intake of new students 
that will occur next year with both Year 7 
and 8 students starting by reviewing our 

curriculum and teaching practices. 
 

Maintain a focus on improving writing 
skills across the curriculum and promoting 

student achievement in all subjects 
through quality teaching practice. 

 

We are all looking forward to seeing what 
2021 brings! 
Kathy Champion (Principal) 

Community members are invited to share 

interesting photos which will become part of a 

slideshow at Riverton One Stop Take Away. 

Barbara O’Leary, owner of Riverton One Stop 

Take Away, is keen to promote photography and 

encourage local amateurs to showcase their work. 

She has created a Facebook page called “Riverton 

Amateur Photography 

Group” for you to 

engage in.  
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COMMUNITY 
NURSES 

 

Community Nurses provide general 
nursing services in rural areas of South 
Australia. Clients from 0 –100 years are 
able to access the service, usually 
following a referral from a doctor or 
hospital. The nurses visit clients in their 
homes and focus on nursing services 
including wound management, palliative 
care, post-operative care & care 
coordination, and from that referrals to 
appropriate services. 

One appreciative Riverton client, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, asked that 
an article be placed in The Local Rag 
acknowledging the excellent care given to 
him by our local community nurses. He 
said, “The nurses were very professional. 
They were accessible by phone if needed, 
responded promptly, were very polite, 
extremely thorough and showed an 
outstanding knowledge of wound care.”  

For more information, consult your local 
GP or The Country Referral Unit on 1800 
003 307 who will then refer to the 
community nurses or other health 
professional as required. 

Escape from the City 
It doesn't surprise me that there is a gentle but noticeable drift of new 

families away from the city into rural towns such as Riverton...we may 

need to change the population number on the welcome to Riverton sign 

800?.... but I know country people don`t like to get ahead of ourselves! 

People are waking up to the possibilities  of a kinder  life living in 

smaller communities, communities with a heart and a cheery hello. It`s 

clear people find suburban life unsatisfactory. Sure the suburbs offer 

all the conveniences and comforts that make life easier.. a coffee shop 

on every corner.. your evening meal just an uber ride away as well as 24 

hour service at gyms and petrol stations. But the 24 hour rattle and hum 

of suburban life has been found lacking for sub-urbanites. The revved up 

lifestyle feels jaded, a machine without an off switch. Families are 

sensing their kids grow up but wonder if they are flourishing. Perhaps 

its time to escape from the city. 

In a smaller and gentler community like Riverton childhood still has that 

timeless quality about it. A summer's afternoon at the local pool 

captures the blessing of rural life. Families gather as the mercury 

rises, children arrive in a tangle of noodles and bags. There to meet 

them is Cooper on surf and shark watch! Families settle down under the 

wide generous shade of the eucalypts as galahs hold their afternoon 

conference about where they have been and where they might go. Out comes 

the towel or the table cloth a picnic is spread and shared. And tell me 

why do potato chips taste so good poolside? Kids look hopefully to mum 

and dad for some kiosk money.. an ice cream is the dream dessert on a 31 

degree day and perhaps a redskin or two. 

Soon kids are plunging in and a choir of wild shrieks ring out at this 

refreshing baptism. Parents, iPhone in hand, capture the moment  their 

child learns to let go and trust their water wings.. a rite of passage 

and a brave act of faith. 

Little has changed in half a hundred years in this scene....the clock 

ticks over to 7pm its closing time. Time seems to have passed so 

quickly and yet it seems that time stands still.. Perhaps this is what 

people from the suburbs discover in our community...... that, there is 

enough time.. to take your time. 

 

Sid Wrangles  

Thinker in residence.  
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NEW EQUIPMENT  POPULAR 

 
The installation of adult exercise equipment, flying fox 
and basket swing, a project of Riverton Community 
Management Committee, was completed just in time for 
the school holidays and is proving to be very popular with 
both locals & visitors to the caravan park.  
 

One family showed their enjoyment as follows:- 
 

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU  
Good Afternoon Clare & Gilbert Valley Council, 
 

We would like to congratulate and thank you for 
the upgrade you have completed at the Riverton 
Adult/Children Playground, it has for many years 
been a pleasant day to take our Grand Kids from 
Gawler to Riverton to enjoy this safely located 
playground, the grand kids enjoy this place so 
much. Nice chips from the local café and a good 
run around makes for a quiet trip back home. 
 

I tried the flying fox and the adult exercise routine 
today and it’s a gentle work out for an old fart like 
me. 
 

Thanks again appreciate your effort and 
expenditure on this excellent facility. 
Regards 
 

Paul & Liz Fernandez 
 
Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council forwarded the email to 
RCMC. 
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Cuzz’s Corner 
 

I just booked a table for my wife and 

I for Valentine's Day. Bound to end in 

tears though; she's lousy at snooker. 

 

I just read a book on marriage that 

says treat your wife like you treated 

her on the first date. So after dinner 

tonight I'm dropping her off at her 

parents place. 

 

I went to the doctor the other day 

and I said, "Have you got anything 

for wind?" He gave me a kite.  

 

I was asked how much I spend on a 

bottle of wine. I said about half an 

hour. 

 
Councillor Ann Alder will 

be making herself 
available to discuss any 
council matters with 

residents each 

Wednesday at Emporium 
Bakehouse at  

11 am.  
 

If you haven’t met Ann or wish to 
discuss council matters, feel free to 
attend. 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
The material contained in “ The Local Rag” is by nature, articles 
submitted by individuals on behalf of themselves, or groups to 
which they belong.  Due to space restrictions, articles may be 

edited without consultation or altering basic content.  The views, 
thoughts and opinions included in this Newsletter belong solely 

to their author, and do not necessarily mirror the views and 
opinions of either the Editors, or the Riverton Community 

Management Committee.   

The Local Rag 
 

The plan is to produce The Local Rag 
every other month, providing there is 
enough content to compile an issue. 
 

If you have something you would like 
included contact details are below. 
 

We are hoping to include news from 
our Kindergarten, Primary School and 
High School as well as information 
and news from our many sporting 
clubs.  
 

Any other community group or club is 
welcome to submit an article to be   
included at any time.  
 
Contact: 
 

Cassy Griffiths, 0429472534 or email 
griffithsag@bigpond.com 
 
 

Vicki Nurse, vicandjim@bigpond.com 
 

Kaye McInerney, 88472193 or email 
jvmkmcinerney@outlook.com 
 

On behalf of Riverton Community 
Management Committee. 

 
Riverton Community 

Management Committee 
 

Chairperson - Gaynor Bottcher 
Vice Chairperson - Gary Davis 

Secretary - Cassy Griffiths 
Treasurer - Ruth Stevens 

Public Officer - Jackie Bruce 
 

Committee Members -  
Kaye McInerney, John Glistak,  
Sharron Lewis, David Cousins,  

Di Schwarz, Fran Pagdin & 
Barbara O’Leary. 

 

Monthly meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month currently in the supper 
room of the town hall on 
Torrens Road.  
 

All community members 
are welcome to attend 
these meetings as an 
observer.  For more 
information please 

contact a committee 
member. 

RCMC would like to acknowledge and 

thank ValleyTech for ongoing help and 

support with the publication of  

The Local Rag. 


