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Riverton  
 

Primary School 
 

2023 School Year has begun 
and we are into the swing of 

things very early.  Term 1 will be an action 
packed term. In saying that what term isn’t 
action packed:  we have elections for School 
Captains and House Captains, Swimming 
lessons for Year REC – Yr 5, Splash Day/
Swimming Carnival/ NAPLAN (yes you read 
that right NAPLAN is now in term 1), various 
School Sports SA (aka SAPSASA) events 
being Swimming/ Summer Hub/ Girls Football 
Carnival/Winter Hub and all this along with our 
very important Literacy and Numeracy. 
 
This year we welcome 8 Reception students 
and two new students in Year 6.  Welcome to 
all our students and their families; we hope 
your time with us is an enjoyable one. 
 
We also welcome Sophie Griffiths as the NIT 
teacher for 2023.  Sophie will be working with 
all classes during the year teaching Auslan, 
Science and Technologies. Sophie is in her 
second year out as a new Grad and spent last 
year at Balaklava Primary with a Year 4/5 
Class.  We know Sophie will be very much 
loved by the students with her bright, bubbly 
enthusiasm. 

In welcoming Sophie, we also had to say a 
sad goodbye to Hannah Rigden.  Hannah is 
embarking on a new career path with Play 
Therapy and we wish her the ultimate success 
with this.  We will miss her dearly but I’m sure 
there will be the odd occasion when Hannah 
will pop in to do some relief teaching and we 
look forward to catching up with her and 

finding out how the ‘wedding plans’ are going. 
We also said a sad farewell to Therese Busch 
at the end of last year. She decided after 
many years of cataloguing and arranging 
books in the Library that she just might like to 
take her leave of the workforce and maybe 
find the time to sit and actually read a book for 
her own enjoyment. 

 

 
Riverton and District 

High School, 2023 
 

 
 

This year promises to be another busy and 
productive year at the school with a 
comprehensive curriculum for learning, a 
range of different sports including athletics 
and swimming, along with planned extra-
curricular activities.  
 
The term begins with an expected enrolment 
of almost 200 students in Years 7 to 12, with 
two home groups at each year level. We have 
21 teachers and 14 support staff at the school 
this year, so students will have plenty of 
opportunity to engage fully in the learning 
environment. 
 
Along with the 36 Year 7 students starting 
high school we welcomed the teachers and 
SSO’s back, with some new faces.  

 

 

 

 

 

Adele Butler - Home ec, Jesuran Tan - Maths,  

 

Leanne Hamilton-Kinnear 
- Tech Studies 
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Nikki Giles - 
Coordinator English 

and Rhiannon Flowers - 
English, Maths, 

Research Project, PLP.  

Dani Burbrook - 
Coordinator Maths, 

Digital Tech 

 

 

Carly Grant - 
Classroom Support 

 

 

We really value the expertise and 
experience they will bring to the team at 
the school. 
 
Activities for the year are already starting. 
The Year 12 students went off to Adelaide 
for a three day camp in the first week of 
school, we had our Leaders’ Assembly on 
Monday the 6

th
, our Acquaintance Night 

and Governing Council AGM on 
Wednesday the 8

th
 and our Swimming 

Carnival was on Friday the 10
th
! 

 

Riverton Pool  
Lifeguard Shortage 

 

A warm start to the new year has seen the 
Riverton Pool extremely busy with record 
numbers coming through the doors. 
 
This has been extremely exciting for the 
pool on the back of some leaner ‘Covid’ 
years. A combination of a late harvest and 
the flooding in the Riverland has seen the 
communities all over the state flocking to 
their local pools. 

With the excitement, however, is an issue 
that has been presented…. local 
community pools are struggling to find 
qualified lifeguards to keep up with the 
patronage demands.  
 
Under the current Guidelines of Safety 
Pool Operations, community pools are 
required to have a lifeguard on deck at all 
times the pool is being used.  
 
Management of the Riverton Pool is 
making a call out to you. 
 

Lifeguards are desperately 
needed to continue to run 
these community facilities. 

 
Lifeguarding is a very rewarding summer 
job which is paid work on a casual basis. If 
you are interested in what requirements a 
lifeguard needs to meet criteria and 
interested in helping your local pool, 
please contact Ben Whalan at 
ben.whalan@ymcasa.org.au 
 
RCMC would be prepared to assist with 
the financial requirements involved to gain 
Lifeguard qualifications. Please contact 
Cassy Griffiths if you are interested—
0429472534. 

mailto:ben.whalan@ymcasa.org.au
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Greetings everybody, just updating you about a few things related to Council. 

It was a great pleasure to host the 2023 Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council Southern Area 

Australia Day Awards.   

The Community Event of the Year was presented to the Riverton Community Dance held in 

October last year.  Thank you to Vicky Nurse, Gaynor Botcher, Cassy Griffiths and Jackie Bruce 

for your wonderful efforts in organising this fun event.   

The Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council Southern Area Australia Day Citizen of 

the Year was presented to Trevor Overton who recently passed away.  

Trevor had lived in Rhynie for 40 years and was an amiable person who 

inspired others. He volunteered with a range of important town projects: 

the Rhynie Improvement Scheme, Rhynie Travellers Stop and Rhynie 

Cemetery. Trevor was a member of the original group who lobbied for a 

CFS brigade in Rhynie.  Later he helped fundraise and build the station 

building.  He was a long serving CFS member, including being the treasurer 

and administration officer for more than 20 years.  Trevor’s CFS service 

included attending many callouts to fires, storm damage and motor vehicle 

accidents and he was involved in the Pinery Fires. 

Nothing was ever too much trouble for Trevor. 

 

Last year a Riverton Community 

Hall Visioning project report was 

presented to Council.  Subsequently, 

refurbishment designs were 

undertaken comprising: a general refresh throughout including the bar area (patching 

walls/painting), bi-fold doors between the hall and bar area, kitchen upgrades, veranda 

enclosure, install ICT facilities and build an outdoor sitting area.  Council has met with the Hall 

Committee and discussions about the refurbishments are progressing.  

The scaffolding surrounding the front of the Hall is concerning. 

Council has engaged an engineer to assess some front wall 

deterioration and a report will be presented at a forthcoming Council 

Meeting. I encourage you to keep abreast of Council’s decisions about 

where to go from here.   

The Riverton Waste Transfer Station is certainly well used and will 

continue to be available fortnightly.  Council has not made any 

decisions about whether it wishes to keep the Riverton Council Office 

closed. 

Every month at the Council meeting the Director of Works & Infrastructure provides details of 

the major projects in progress. During the last few months, you will have noticed a lot of 

kerbing, footpath and roadworks being 

undertaken throughout Riverton (Cairns 

Cr, and Elizabeth, Swindon, Masters and 

Oxford streets).   It’s fantastic to see that footpaths around the Community Hall and south 

along Torrens Road have been upgraded to match the others along the main street.  Here is an 

excerpt from the report which shows how projects are progressing.  
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The new waste collection service has commenced. Council will monitor how this goes. Here are 

details for Riverton collections: 

WEDNESDAY Fortnightly Green-waste Collection  

THURSDAY Fortnightly Household Refuse (General 

Waste)  

FRIDAY Fortnightly Household Recycling Fortnightly 

(green-waste goes to Peat’s Soils). 

 

I encourage you all to participate in the 2023 Community Survey. 

Council is wanting to understand what is important to the 

community, including the infrastructure and services Council 

provides. The survey will help Council to understand where it 

should be investing its resources into the future. The link to the 

survey is Talk To Us (letstalkcgv.com.au).  Who knows - you might 

be the lucky winner of $100 just for participating!!  

 

RCMC Jingles Garden has recently entered a Lease for a 5-year + 5-year period. This is a 

fantastic outcome as the Garden is a highly regarded community asset in Riverton. The garden 

commenced in 2007 and enthusiastic and devoted community members have established garden 

plots, a chook shed, flower beds, fruit trees and grapevines.  For many years, Jan Douglas grew 

Chrysanthemums for a Mother’s Day flower stall in Riverton.  The health and wellbeing of those 

who participate there is increased, and the group have recently received Council funding to build 

a new gazebo and shade shelter.  The new structure will certainly be a pleasant and 

weatherproof place to meet, rest and relax for all to enjoy.  There is a lovely story about the 

Jingles Garden on the Clare Valley Podcast at https://www.buzzsprout.com/1875207/11794253.   

 

The January 2023 podcast https://www.buzzsprout.com/1875207/12000701  

 

Thank you, and please stay in contact!   

My thanks to you all, for being such a fantastic community to represent at Council.  We have 

achieved a lot for this area in the last couple of years – I estimate about $3million has been 

invested into Riverton in the last couple of years.  Council is just about to start working on the 

next budget and I have some good projects in mind.  Please, don’t hesitate to contact me 

anytime.   

Councillor Ann Alder  Aalder@cgvc.sa.gov.au or 0418 418 968 (please leave a message). 
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Riverton Christmas Parade 

The streets of Riverton & Scholz Park 
were alive with the festive spirit when the 
community celebrated Christmas on 
Friday evening, December 16

th
. While 

some stayed at home enjoying family and 
neighbourly get togethers while watching 
the parade pass by, many other took the 
opportunity to gather at Scholz Park. 

 
The parade of over 
20 vehicles and floats 
included Emergency 
Services vehicles, 

agricultural 
vehicles, sports 
cars, motor 
bikes and a 
variety of classic cars, many of which have 
been restored by their owners. 
Superheroes, clowns on bikes and 
gophers entertained the crowd while the 
Christmas elves and fairies were popular 
as they handed out sweets to the children 
and biscuits to older members of the 
community. First time participants included 
a float from Riverton District Soldiers 
Memorial Hospital.  There was some 

concern that the nurses were having too 
much fun & neglecting the bedridden 
patient who looked very ill indeed. 
 
At Scholz Park a free sausage sizzle was 
provided by Riverton Christmas Carnival 
Committee while the Gilbert Valley Lions 
sold donuts and Williams Snak Shack sold 
coffee, soft serve & milkshakes to keep 
the crowd full. Face painting, lucky dips 
and Christmas trinkets were popular with 
the children. However, the highlight of the 
evening was the arrival of Father 
Christmas who checked each child’s 
Christmas wish list and gave out zoopa 
doopers. 
 

Overall, it was a great celebration for the 
community. 
 
The Combined Christmas Raffle was 
drawn, congratulations to all prize winners.  
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Riverton Christmas Carnival (RCC) is a 
subgroup of Riverton Community 
Management Committee, both made up of 
volunteers. Thank you to those who joined 
the small organising group of RCC in 
2022, to Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council for 
their continuing financial support, to Scholz 
Park Committee for allowing us to use the 
facilities at the park and to all members of 
the community who helped in any way. As 
some of the members of RCC will not be 
continuing in 2023, I urge you to consider 
joining this group. Please watch TLR, 
posters around the town and social media 
for notice of a meeting to form the RCC 
2023 committee. No volunteers means no 
Christmas Carnival & remember ‘Many 
hands make light work’. 
 
Kaye McInerney (on behalf RCC) 

 
GILBERT VALLEY HOMES  

 
There has been a lot happening at the 
Homes in the last few months. Here is a 
brief update. 
 
At the 2022 AGM held in October, over 80 
people attended and voted to seek 

amalgamation with Walara inc (Hamley 
Bridge and Balaklava Mill Court aged care 
homes), to ensure the sustainability of 
aged care facilities in our community. 
 
A special meeting was held on a common 
site, for representatives from Gilbert Valley 
and Walara to each vote for or against 
amalgamation. This took place at the 
Owen Hotel on January 18

th
, where 29 

eligible voters from the Gilbert Valley area 
and a similar number from the Walara 
catchment voted for amalgamation to go 
through. This fulfilled legislative 
requirements,  meaning the 27 bed facility 
at Riverton gives Walara over 115 aged 
care beds in total, strengthening the focus 
on Aged care services in our area. 
 
The merger is scheduled to take place on 
March 1

st
. 

 
Last year the Homes was successful in 
obtaining a grant for just under $1.9 million 
to carry out an upgrade to high care  
refurbishment. With the possibility of more 
funding being available, we also received 
a sizeable donation from James Huppatz, 
who has a particular affinity for the Homes 
as his father, Con, was one of the main 
drivers in establishing the homes at its 
current site. This should see the 
refurbishment also include another 4 
rooms, further increasing the viability of 
our facility. 
 
After 7 years in the chair, and guiding the 
board in the amalgamation process, Ian 
Rowett stood down as chairperson in 
December. The board is extremely grateful 
to Ian for putting his heart and soul into the 
job, especially the last couple of very 
difficult years. Matthew Greenslade was 
elected chair, and was duly elected to the 
Walara board. 
 
We have a fantastic staff at the Homes 
who are dedicated and invested in the 
needs of the residents, ensuring they have 
the best possible care available- and that’s 
what it’s all about. 
 
Matthew Greenslade 
Chairperson 
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RIVERTON, 1951-1970 
 

The Sisters of Mercy were nineteen years 
at Riverton, some sixty miles north of 
Adelaide. There they opened a convent 
and school at the beginning of 1951 and 
withdrew at the end of 1969. It was a 
withdrawal made with much regret, for the 
country town of Riverton had been a 
friendly place in which to work and live. 
The small settlement was set in lovely 
countryside, and formed a nicely laid out 
town. 
 
The first convent and school had been 
bought by the parish, as early as 
December, 1949, in anticipation of 
obtaining the services of a religious 
community. It was a fine building, in 
Washington Terrace, the home of John 
Robins, flour miller, and cost £4,600. The 
school was in a renovated shed on the 
convent grounds. 
 

The school year opened in February, 1951, 
with thirteen pupils. In January, 1954, both 
convent and school moved into a larger 
property in Kelly Street. This was the home 
of Dr Mallen, and was described, with 
some validity, as 'magnificent'. The 
residence was large enough to 
accommodate up to sixteen weekly 
boarders, boys and girls, as well as the 
sisters. The garage was converted into two 
large school rooms. School enrolment 
peaked at more than ninety, but by the time 
of its closure had dropped to about fifty-
five. 
 
The first community of sisters included 
Sisters M. Barbara McQuillan (superior and 
head teacher), Gabriel (Bet) Smith, Rose 
Kelly, and Joan Lavery. Succeeding 
superiors were Sisters M. Francis Coady 
(1957-59), Owen 
(Joan) Farrell (1960-65), and Marie 
Therese Fox (1966-69). 

Pupils at the Riverton Convent School in its first year 1951 
Back Row: L to R - Margaret McInerney, Frances Hogben, Jill Green, Connie Hogan, Marlene Ewens,  

Bernadette Horgan, Ann Burrows 
Middle Row: L to R - Terry Brennan, John McInerney, Richard Burrows, Tony Fernandez, John Ewens,  

Kevin McInerney, Brian Kinnear 
Front Row: L to R - Michael Rowett, Peter Rowett, Peter McInerney, Paul Glynn, Michael McInerney 
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The parish community were very supportive 
of the efforts of the sisters. The move to 
Mallen's home had meant an outlay of 
several thousand pounds, in acquiring the 
property and effecting the necessary 
alterations. There took place many 
fundraising events consequently. Most 
lucrative was the annual strawberry fete, 
which would bring in about £600. 
 
The sisters became a vital part of the parish 
and town. They helped with the parish 
liturgy, with religious instruction of children 
outside of the Catholic school, and with care 
of the sick and elderly. On Sundays, they 
visited outlying areas for Religious 
Instruction. They organised days of retreat 
for past pupils and other young women, for 
mothers of the children and other ladies of 
the parish, and for the children themselves. 
During the winter months, Sister Anastasia, 
who looked after domestic arrangements, 
made cocoa for the school children. The 
Ladies Auxiliary supplied the cocoa and the 
sugar, one of many generous ways of 
assisting school and convent. 
 
The attendance of several non-Catholics, 
either at the school or for music lessons, 
helped foster a strongly ecumenical spirit in 
the district. One parishioner claimed that the 
sisters did not realize the strength of their 
influence through their activities, the attitude 
of members of other churches had changed. 
Local historian, M. Burrows, wrote: 
 
“The Sisters made an immediate impact on 
the local community, who totally 
unacquainted with Nuns, hitherto, were for 
the most part, at first hesitant and dubious. 
In a very short time, the understanding and 
compassion, the outgoing kindness, 
friendliness. and thoughtfulness of the first 
four ‘ambassadors’, made them welcome 
and loved by all who came in contact with 
them. In very short time the Convent was a 
centre cherished and honoured by all 
sections of the community. 

58” 

 
On their part, the sisters welcomed the 
friendliness of the people of Riverton, and 
the simplicity of the children. They 
appreciated the way the people of the district 
worked together, and the efforts of the 

Catholics to give their children a Catholic 
education. The school operated like one big 
family, yet the people of different 
denominations supported each other.

59
 

Other sisters liked to make Riverton their 
holiday house. The beauty and peacefulness 
of the country landscape was attractive. The 
paddock behind the convent - where Sister 
Patricia Walsh had learned to drive a car, 
using sheep as traffic - became a temporary 
golf course. The swimming pool, which had 
a roof over it and was used as classroom 
during school terms, reverted to its original 
use in holiday periods. 
The last Mercy community in Riverton was 
composed of Sisters M. Therese Fox 
(superior), Josephine Marquand, Mary 
Veronica Harvey and Pieta (Patricia) Walsh. 
Numbers had dropped in the school. In 
1969, there were two sisters teaching pupils 
in multiple grades: Grades I to III, and 
Grades IV to VII. Despite the 'sacrifices, 
generosity, interest and work of the 
parishioners which have seldom been 
paralleled anywhere else' 60, there was 
insufficient funding to pay the salary of a lay 
teacher, and the membership of the Mercy 
Order was then dropping drastically. Mother 
Provincial, Cecily Lynch, in announcing the 
decision to withdraw the sisters at the end of 
1969, stated that she knew the Faith would 
continue to be taught at home - which was, 
she added, far from being the case in their 
other schools. She regretted that there were 
not enough sisters available to offer the 
services even of a motor mission but the 
sisters were very willing to hold vacation 
schools, as a supplement to parental faith 
education. 
 
What happened was that Sisters Catherine 
Seward and Patsy Bowler visited Riverton 
fortnightly, during 1970, for Mass and 
Sunday School. In I 971, the Barossa Valley 
‘motor mission' of the Sisters of St Joseph 
offered religious instruction to Catholic 
children in State schools. 
 
Source: 
Anne McLay (1996), Women on the Move: 
Mercy's triple spiral : a history of the 
Adelaide Sisters of Mercy, Ireland to 
Argentina 1856-1880 to South Australia 
1880, 553p. 
Riverton, 1951-1970 (p. 183-187) 
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WHAT IS CHAIR YOGA?  
 

Chair Yoga is practised while sitting in a 
chair or using a chair for support. It offers 
routines at different levels of difficulty but is 
among the more gentle yoga poses. The 
flexible, easy, and gradual flow makes it a 
particularly good alternative particularly for; 
 

People with mobility issues, who find it 
difficult to get on and off the floor. 

Arthritis and joint pain. 
Those who are at risk of falling due to vision 

impairment or any mobility issue. 
Those who can't stand or hold a position for 

long periods. 
Those with balance issues, vertigo, or who 

have had a stroke. 
 

BENEFITS OF CHAIR YOGA  
With its safe and gentle strategy, Chair 
Yoga offers multiple variations that are 
perfect even for those with limited mobility. 
Yoga allows many benefits of an active 
lifestyle without risks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These include; 
 

Increased flexibility 
Muscle strength 

Better balance, coordination, and 
proprioception 
Reduced stress 

Reduced pain and better pain 
management skills 

 Better sleep:   
Helps boost confidence and reduces 

depression and anxiety:  
 
 Exercises like Chair Yoga allow safe 
activity to improve flexibility and strength, 
without engaging in strenuous or full-range 
movements. 
 

WHAT DO I  NEED FOR CHAIR 
YOGA?  

Chair Yoga is a convenient, cost-effective 
form of exercise that doesn’t require much 
equipment or training. All you need is a 
chair and a simple guidebook or YouTube 
video tutorial to help you practise.  
 

WHEN AND WHERE?  
You are very welcome to come to the 
Community Library in Riverton on 
Wednesday afternoons at 3.15pm during 
school terms to give Chair Yoga a try. Cost 
is $5, wear comfortable clothing and bring a 
water bottle. 
 

Roz  Mobile: 0400 288 321 for more 

information. 
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Cuzz’s Corner 
The waiter said to the customer, "Just 

letting you know that kids eat for free."  

The man replied, "Great, I'll have two 

glasses of water, my daughter will 

have the steak and my son two beers." 

 

I was in a restaurant when the waiter 

came up to me and asked, "How did 

you find the steak?"  

I replied, "I just lifted a chip and there it 

was." 

 

I was taking my wife out for a walk on 

Valentine’s Day. When we walked 

past a restaurant she said, "Smell that 

food; it’s great."  

I thought, “Why not? I'll 

treat her,” so we walked 

past it again. 

 

MONOPOLY ISN'T SO GREAT, 
REALLY 

 
When it rained during the school 
holidays, 
The Monopoly game was often set up. 
In his basket by the front window, 
Out of the elements, was the young 
pup. 
 
Everything would start off well, but ... 
Before the clock's 2 pm melodious 
chimes, 
There would always be an incident of 
sorts - 
Would you believe - it happened every 
time? 
 
Susan would usually have her money 
in a mess, 
Money and maths were not her forte. 
She'd spend all her money and end up 
broke 
And be sorry that she'd agreed to play. 
 
Just ask her sister for a more detailed 
outline 
If you want to know more about this 
tale, 
Of how Susan would put an end to the 
game, 
If she picked up the card that sent her 
to jail. 
 
She'd stand up and kick her chair out 
of the way, 
Stating that she didn't really care. 
Then before you knew it ... yes ... 
every time ... 
She's throw the board and everything 
else into the air. 
 
Now if Susan was as bad after one 
or two times, 
Why did they keep asking her to join 
in? 
I wonder if everyone found Monopoly a 
bore 
And got more entertainment out of 
Susan making a din! 
 
Neale 
Copyright 2022 
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Riverton & Saddleworth Waste Collection Calendar 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
The material contained in “ The Local Rag” is by nature, articles 
submitted by individuals on behalf of themselves, or groups to 
which they belong.  Due to space restrictions, articles may be 

edited without consultation or altering basic content.  The views, 
thoughts and opinions included in this Newsletter belong solely 

to their author, and do not necessarily mirror the views and 
opinions of either the Editors, or the Riverton Community 

Management Committee.   

 
 

The Local Rag is produced 
every other month.  

 

Any articles or information from 
Community Groups, Local 

Schools, Sporting Clubs or other 
points of interest are welcomed. 

 

All articles & information is 
required by the last Friday of 
January, March, May, July, 
September & November. 

 

If you have something you would 
like to be included contact details 

are below. 
 

Cassy Griffiths, 0429472534   
email - 

griffithsag@bigpond.com 
 

Kaye McInerney, 0437990704  
email - 

jvmkmcinerney@outlook.com 
 
On behalf of Riverton Community 

Management Committee. 

 

Riverton Community 
Management Committee 

 
 

Chairperson - John Glistak 
Vice Chairperson -  

Secretary - Cassy Griffiths 
Treasurer - Ruth Stevens 

Public Officer - Jackie Bruce 
 

Committee Members -  
Kaye McInerney, Gary Davis, 

Gaynor Bottcher & Di Schwarz  
 
 

Monthly meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month currently in the supper 
room of the town hall on 
Torrens Road.  
 

All community members are 
welcome to attend these 

meetings as an observer.  For 
more information please 

contact a committee member. 

RCMC would like to acknowledge and 

thank ValleyTech for ongoing help and 

support with the publication of  

The Local Rag. 


